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" This mventian relates to a coUapsible bar. 

social t,^. »eh as held in a paviUoa or marq^. oftea have a ten^ 
bar setup to serve drin,. andsnao^. However, thebar is ofea arranged ftom tresdes 
• ,„dpl.nisofw„od.ortables,wi.halargetableclothpositionedthereovertoeohance 

^ overall aesthetic appeal. Sneh an arrangement ^ be unsuble. often does not 
p^vide a sniubly organised enviroonrent for serving different drinks, arid does not 
10 look particularly attractive or professional. 

The present invention seeks to overcome this problem. 

According to .he present invention, there is provided a collapsible bar 
15 comprising first and second support members, a surface element, and means for 
releasably latching fte surftce element fl>e first and second support members. 

Preferable and/or optional feamres of flie present invention are set forth m 
claims 2 to 21, inclusive. 

20 

m invention «ill now be described, by way of example, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, wherein : 

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of one embodiment of a collapsible bar. 
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when assembled, in accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 2 shows the collapsible bar of Figure 1 when partially dismantled; 

5 . Figure 3 is a side view of part of the collapsible bar shown in Figures 1 and 2; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken along the line A-A in Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged view of part of releasable retaining means shown in 
10 Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is an enlarged view of part of a latch element shown in Figure 4; and 

Figure 7 is an enlarged view of part of bar-top retaining means shown in 
15 Figure 4. 

Referring to the drawings, a collapsible bar 10 is shown having a plurality of 
support members 12, a plurality of surface elements 14 which can be selectively 
supported between the support members 12, and means for releasably latching the 
20 surface elements 14 to the support members 12. 



The number of support members 12 is selected depending on requirements and 
can vary from two to any number. Bi this case, four support members 12 are shown. 
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Bao. suppo. U is in th. fonn of a staMess steal trs»e « in 

^ ^.^vertioalf.oo.^dl^^'^-P^S.tsie.dlSanaapiu.^.yof.o^onM 

.J...e^e.s20wUo.inte.onn;ott.e.on.an.bae.up.^^ 

upright ISe^tenas above «.ef«»tup...t.5anaincluaesai,a...^ support men^e. 

or sabs^ntiaUy towards ^ longisrdinal a«s of fte taat upright 16. 

Each front and ba* upright 16 and 18 includes an ad^^ble foot support 24 
projectingf^omitsbottomendtobelpstabilisethebarlOonceerected. 

10 

«p ana bottom cross-members 26 and 28 are. typically, welded to the 
.ont and bac. uprights 16 and 18. ^ front and bae. uprights 16 and 18 also h^elude 
sets of —-Mes 30 (best seen in Fisure 4) by which ^ remaining cross- 
members 31 canbe releasably supported*, ^ temt «d bac. uprights 16 and 18 vta 
13 movable screw-^^aed support devices. su<^ as bolts (not shown) and h.temally 
typically nyloh. htgs 32. Conse^lV. ^ '^-^^ — ^ 
be repositioned as necessity dictates. 

" AsbestseeninFi^'5.all,hecross.members20haveaninvertedU-shaped 
^ orsubstan.iaUyU-*apedtransversecross-section.Ea.hhottomlongimdinalfr^^ 
34 Of each cross-member 20 is outwardly uph»ned to form an open-ended elongate 
channel 36. 

A range of surface elements 14 are provided which can perfbrm di«erent 
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ftactions. Eadx surface element 14 is formed from staMess steel and includes two 
side sJdit" portions 38 which proj^ downwards from opp"oang side edges 40 of ffie 
surface element 14. 

When the surface element 14 is a work surface element 39, the opposing side 
skirt portions 38 are intercomiected along the front edge 41 of the work surface 
element 39 by a front skirt portion 42 and an upstan^g splash plate 44 isWd 
along the back edge 46 of the work surface element 39. 

The front skirt portion 42 of the work surface element 39 extends lower than 
the side skirt portions 38. Each side skirt portion 38 therefore includes a step 48 down 
to the level of the bottom edge 50 of tihe front skirt portion 42. 



Each side skirt portion 38 is also formed with a depending latch element 52 or 
15 hook (best shown in Figure 6) on a free-edge 54 adjacent to the back edge 46 of the 
work surface element 39. The latch element 52 projects towards the front edge 41 of 
the work surface element 39 so that a recess 56 is formed dimensioned to receive the 
open-ended edge 58 of the elongate channd 36. 
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On the other hand, when the surface element 14 is simply a shelf surface 
element 60. the opposing side skirt portions 38 are intercomiected along the front and 
back edges 41 and 46 of the shelf surface element 60 by front and back skirt portions 
62 and 64, thus creating an endless skiit. 
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^ p.v.i<» Of ^ ^ess poxUoa « of ..e fto.t s,d« 

p„rtoa«W.hespla,hpla»44»i^ces««rigidi.5roffl«-sur^e.ement. 

one wo.k surface elemen. 39 indudes a. ape«»e 66 tor «a.te disposal. A 
5 suiuMe was. container (not sUown) can be .eid in ^ aperO^. or «>e aperture can. 
^ a o.»te 68 wHC Uads to a suitable waste container (not s.own) positioned 
therebeneath. 

p^erwor^surfaceelen^tsSPincindearecessCnotsirownidintensionedto 
,0 f^tionasasin.f.rwas.^up;arecess69dintensionedtoiio.ti„nasanice-c,.. 
0, .^i..; and one or .ore openings or ^ses 70 dimensioned to receive one or 
_ ^t^es 7a or ^sses (no. si>own). Ot.er functions, sucit as .eer weUs and 
arainercoun.ers.oanalsobeincorporatedintoworicsurfaceelemen.s39. 
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Obviously, combinations of was., disposal apermre 66. sinic recess, ice-. 
^ „ ^s 69. one or more botfle / glass openings or recesses 70. and any 
o«rerincludedf^onmaybeutilisedinasingleworl.surfaceelement39. 

^Uso. the surface elen^nts 14. especiany the si-eif surface elem^^ 
20 perforated (not sliown) for lightness. 

Tue releasable latching means comprises the elongate channel 36 ^dthe side 
^ poraons 38. The elongate channels 36 are dimensioned to be *le to receive ^ 
side skirt portions 38 of the surface elements 14 as close fits. 
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, ■ To assemble the collapsible bar 10, a first pair of the frame support members 
12 are supported in a generally in use vertical position. The required work surface 
element 39 is selected and its side skirt portions 38 are seated in the opposing elongate 
channels 36 of the top fixed horizontal cross-members 26. The work surface element 

5 39 is.lhen urged in a back edge-to-forward edge direction to engage the open-ended 
edges 58 of the elongate channels 36 with the latch elements 52. When the latch 
element 52 is engaged with Ihe elongate channel 36, the step 48 m each side skirt 
portion 38 is slightly spaced forward of the front edge 41 of the respective elongate 
Channel 36. This helps to prevent disengagement of the latch element 52 through 

10 incidental contact by a user pushmg against the work surface element 39, 

This part of the bar 10 thus becomes freestandmg. 

One or more shelf surface elements 60 can then be selectively positioned on 
15 the bottom fixed horizontal cross-members 28 and/or the releasable cross-members 
31. 

A further frame support member 12 can then be attached to one of the erected 
frame support members 12i in a similar manner as described above, via a further 
20 selected work surface element 39 and, if needs be, oiie or more further shelf surface 
elements 60. 

Since the shelf surface elements 60 have the endless skirt portion, when 
located in the elongate channels 36, any incidental contact that tends to move the shelf 
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^ 60 f»w.ds o. bac^ar. causes *e surfaee of ^ ^.t s^ 

po^on 62 ox-m. bac. s^ po«lon 64 to eon... ..e opea..ded edges 58 o, . 
- donga«chameU36.fliexebypreventiBgf^erund«i«a,lemove.ent. 

■ xbevari»« wo* surface elements 39 and «..^«-fececle»ea« 60 oan 
0^ .e selected aud positioned depending oare,ui—.mvarious wot. surf^ 
39 and «.e sbe. surf^ elements 60 ate also tepositionable and 
interchangeable witk each other. 

The eonapslble bat 10 ^ includes a bat-top elenxent 76 (Shown in Hgute 1) 
.Mch is suppott^le on the bat-top suppott ntembets 22. Means (ot teleasabl, 
staining the bat-top element 76 on the bat-top suppott men^ets 22 is ptovided. as 
.est shown in Fi.ute7. The teleasable— gleans taltesmefotntofaU-shaped 

o. substantiany U-shaped la«>h ntembet 78 attached along one of its edges 80 to the 
,5 undetside 82 of ^tebat-top ele.ttent76 and an invetted Xl-^ped ot .bstantian, U- 
.^ed con^-lementaty saddle ntembet 84 fixedly seated on. and ovethanghtg. the top 
.^aoe 88 of each bat-top suppott membet 22. ^ ovethanging potdons 90 o, the 
.adlentembet84pt03ectdownwatdsandatespaced^mthesides92.tespeo.ively. 

of.hebat-.opsuppottmembet22«.fotminvet.edelonga.echannels94. 

The ftee-edge 96 of each latch n^ntbet 78 is spaced ftom the undetside 82 of 
the bar-top element 

TO position flte bar-top element 76 on *e bat-top s»ppott membets 22. d» 
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free-edges 96 of the latch members 78 of the bar-top element 76 are slide from one 
end intS the corresponding inverted elongate channels 94. The inverted elongate 
chamiels 94 are dimensioned so that, when seated, the latch members 78 are held 
• relatively tightly to prevent or mhibit accidental displacement of the bar-top element 
5 76. 

The bar-top element 76 is latchably jointed (not shown), typically across its 
width and using releasable latching means similar to that described above, to permit 
dismantling and/or extending of the bar-top element 76 so that it can assume different 
10 lengths and be conveniently stored. 

However, the joints conld be in the form of hinges to permit folding. The 
hinged joints can be dismantled and reconnected to enable the bar-top element 76 to 
assume differrait lengths. 

15 

A screen wall 98 is also provided for screening the front and sides of the 
erected bar 10 from patrons. The screen wall 98 is, similarly to the bar-top element 
76, hingably jomted (best shown in Figure 2) to enable convenient foldable storage. 
The hinged joints 100 can be dismantled and reconnected so that the screen wall 98 
20 can accommodate different bar sizes. 



The screen wall may be freestanding. However, the screen wall may be 
releasably latchable to the support members via releasable latching means sunilar to 
that described above. 
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Xhe wor. ^rface el«>»ts n>ay singly formed wifl. an endl^s ^ 
of wi* a lower fton, skirt -portion and a back splash-plaB. 

P„ore. t^e la., eleme. could be dispensed wi«. b, forming ^ 

5 elongate channel with closed-ends.. 

M sbo™ m Figure 1. the front skirt portion of the surface element may be 
f„rmedwl.l.abotflerackl02or. astbecasemaybe. glass rack (not shown). 

The support numbers n.y be fom»d ftom sheet material Instead of being in 
^ form of a ^. m this case, .be elongate Channels are formed on .be Sheet, for 

example by pressing or welding. 

t« fnrm a sinslc elongate channel along one 
Also although it is convenient to form a smgic c s 
13 bott«nlon^.udlnaledgeof«.cro^member.apluraUtyofs^aratecbannelseoul^ 
^formed. f.r example onebeingadjacent«>.befrontuprightandonebeing adjacent 

to the hack upright. 

Itis^uspossibletopro^deaconapsiblebarwhicbcanbetemporarUyerected 

^ iu almost any location and sized to accommodate an, rc^ment. ,t is also possible 
toprovidcacouapslblebar having the conveniences and amotions ofapermanent bar. 

which is aesthetieaUypleasing-B^ermore. it is possible to provldeaconapstble 
.ar having selectively positionable. repositionable and inter^le work surface 
elements and Shelf surface elements. 



The embodiment described above is given by way of example only and various 
• modifications will be apparent to persons skilled in the arf without other departing" 
from the scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 



1 A conapsible bar ooxnpri^E &st =md s^oad »pport members, a surface 
element, and means for re« latcb^S tbe surface element to tbe first and second 



5 support members. 
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2 A conapsible bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein the releasable latching means 
ineludes an elongate cb^el on each support member and two sldrt-portions on fl>e 
surface element, dte *irt-p6rtions being ^vable i. tbe channels as aclose fit. 

3 A collapsible bar as claimed in claim 2, wherein each cham>el is open-ended 
Wherein the re.easable latching means also includes a latch element which can 
sUdably receive the open-end edge of Ihe chamiel. 

4. AcoUapsiblebarasclaimedinclaimS. wherein .be latch element is formed on 
a free-edge of the skirt-pordon. 

5. A coUapsible bar as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 4. wherein the sldrt- 
portion is endlessly formed around the edge of the surfcce element. 
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A collapsible bar as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 5. whe«in each support 
.ember is h. the form of a ftame having, in u.. front and baC nprlghts and a 
plurality ofhorizonMcros.membersta.ercom>ecting the ftontandbaCuprights. 
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7. A coUapsible bar as claimed in claim 6, wherein the said channel is formed on 
the horizontal cross-member. 

8. A coUapsible bar as claimed in claim 7, wherein one said channel is formed on 
5 or adjacent to each bottom longitudinal edge of the horizontal cross-members. 

9: A coUapsible bar as claimed in any one of claims 6 to 8, wherein each 
horizontal cross-member has an inverted U-shaped or substantiaUy U-shaped 
transverse cross-section, and one said chaimel is formed on each free-edge of the 
10 cross-member. 

10. A coUapsible bar as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
surface element is selectable depending on requirement from a range of surface 
elements having different functions. 

15 

11. A coUapsible bar as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
surface element is selectively positionable on the first and second support members, is 
repositionable on the first and second support members and is interchangeable with 
another surface element. 
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12. A coUapsible bar as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein Ihe 
surface element includes an aperture for waste disposal. 



13. 



A coUapsible bar as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
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«^ eUm«M includes a recess in me top surf a« which acts as a Stat 

14. AcoUapsiblebarasclai»edtaanyonco,.hepreoedingclaims.wherein.l.e 
surfaceelementtacludesarecessinthetop surf ace which a«s as an ice-buc.et 

15- AcoUapsiblebarasclain.e<ltoanyoneof.hepreceaingc,aims.wheretathe 
^e element inchrdes an opening or recess in the top surface din^ioncd » be 
able to receive one or more botttes and/or one or more glasses. 

10 16 A coUapsible bar as Claimed in any one of the precedh.gc.ain.. further 
oo^pristag a bar-top element, which is supportable by the first and second support 
.embers. =md means for releasably retahnng *e bar-top element on .he first and 
second support members. 

15 17. ■ A couapsible bar as churned m clahn 16. whe«hr .he bar-top element is 
hingably jointed to enable folding. 

18 A collapsible bar as claimed hr any one of *e precedhrg claims. iWher 
comprising a screen waU for screening the ftont and sides of *e h. use bar ftom 
20 patrons. 

19. A collapsible bar as claimed hr clahn 18. wherein the screen waU is hhrgably 
jointed to enable folding. 
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20. A coUapsible bar as claimed in claim 18 or claim 19. wherein the screen wall 
is freestan^g. 

.21. A collapsible bar as claimed in claim 16 or claim 17, wherein the screen wall - 
5 can be releasably latched to the support members via the releasable latching means. 

22. A collapsible bar substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
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ABSTRACT 
muAPSIBLBBAR 

5 A collapsible bar 10 c<m5.rises first and second support meipbm 12, a 

' element 14, and means for releasably latching the surface element 14 to flie first and 
second support members 12. Preferably, the releasable latching means includes an 
elongate chamiel 36 on each support member 12 and t«o sldrtDorflons 38 on 
suiftce element 14. Each sUrt-poitton 38 is receivable in a respective elongate ' 

10 chamiel 36 as a close fit. 



(Refer to Figure 1) 
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